
 
 
November 7, 2016 
 
Greg Chatlain, 
Director of Education  
Greater Saskatoon Catholic Schools 
420-22nd Street East 
Saskatoon, SK  
S7K 1X3  
 
Dear Mr. Chatlain,  
 
One of the fundamental roles of schooling in Canada is to develop young citizens.  Do we 
intend to develop citizens who are literate, culturally equipped with rich knowledges from 
our past, and prepared for active engagement in continuous improvement of our society, or 
do we aim for adults who have been numbed to the social issues in everyday life and who 
passively accept the decisions and policy actions of others?  A choice for passive and 
alienated citizenship is alarming given the almost terrifying realities we are presented with 
daily in news coverage. 
 
We write to celebrate the Greater Saskatoon Catholic Schools Division (GSCSD) inherent 
support of students who actively joined a gathering in solidarity with the water protectors 
at Standing Rock, North Dakota last week.  Contrary to the implied ‘policing and 
punishment’ in the published message of GSCSD spokesperson Derrick Kunz, GSCD’s 
mission, vision, and belief statements show that the Division is very much on the 
“appropriate” track with its citizenship education. 
 
The mission statement announces a commitment to “inspir(ing) students to serve others, 
making the world a better place.”  Additionally, the Division’s published vision and “Belief 
Statements” (see https://www.gscs.ca/faith/Pages/Statements.aspx) commit the Division 
to a “community” in which young citizens are “Reaching Out to Transform the World” 
endowed with a sense of “Hope.” Students are to be guided to “reach their full potential. . 
.spiritually. . .socially and emotionally.”  GSCD’s future citizens are meant to be rooted in 
“courage” and possess “the freedom to choose . . . right from wrong.” 
 
Courses such as EcoJustice provide important educational opportunities for students, 
including lessons in how citizens can stand up for justice. When these activities are 
misunderstood, an injury to one is an injury to all – public and institutional support for 
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community-embedded education is weakened across the board, including for similar 
programs in other public and Catholic school divisions. Further, it discourages new active-
learning courses from being developed. We are therefore pleased to see that Greater 
GSCSD’s vision upholds students acting for justice. We hope this message is made loud and 
clear to all your public messages, so that EcoJustice and similar programs gain the public 
understanding and support they deserve, and so that the students learn they and their 
teachers do not stand alone, but are part of a wider community that values them and their 
actions.   
 
A central value of GSCSD’s professed public statements is “Justice” and graduates of GSCD 
will “become people who feel a sense of responsibility to change the world for the better. 
As people of faith, they ask what they can do to bring Christ's message of peace and justice 
to their neighbourhoods, their communities and beyond.”  Such public commitments have 
been known since time immemorial since, as Rex Wyler has recounted in his book The Jesus 
Sayings:  The Quest for His Authentic Message (2008, House of Anansi Press), the “anointed 
heroes” of the Old Testament were “rebel leaders and kings” (p. 54).  Consequently, it is 
most encouraging that GSCSD has been grooming young citizens who will act peacefully 
and courageously on their sense of social responsibility to help develop communities both 
locally and outside the most local environment through their ambition to transform the 
world in ways consonant with a sense of justice.  Such behaviours provide all of us with a 
sense of hope. 
 
 
Thank you.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Dr. Rick Hesch 
Dr. Kathleen O’Reilly  
For RealRenewal Education Advocacy Association  
realrenewal@gmail.com  
www.realrenewal.org     
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