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REGINA BOARD OF EDUCATION  4a 

 

BOARD MEETING DATE: JUNE 19, 2018 

 

TOPIC: DAVIN SCHOOL NAME 

 

FORUM AGENDA ITEMS INTENT 

 Open Session  Correspondence  Information 

 Closed Session  New Business  Decision 

  Reports from Administrative Staff  Discussion 

  Other: External Reports/Presentations  

 

BACKGROUND 
 

On November 6, 2017, Regina Public Schools commenced an anonymous online consultation process 

on the subject of the name of Davin School.  This consultation process ended on December 15, 2017.  

There were 1,379 responses.  The survey asked if the Davin School name should be changed.  The 

results of the survey were inconclusive, with approximately half of the respondents suggesting a name 

change for the school and the other half wanting to maintain the status quo. 

 

The results of the survey did, however, elicit a number of suggestions with respect to the naming of 

buildings, the heritage and history of Regina, the appropriateness of naming schools to honour 

individuals, and the importance of taking steps to ensure both current and future Regina Public School 

students and Regina citizens have the opportunity to learn about residential school history and the Truth 

and Reconciliation Commission’s recommendations. 

 

To inform the Regina Board of Education’s decision on the matter, the Administration of Regina Public 

Schools presented the Board with survey results, as well as all solicited and unsolicited feedback 

received from community members, staff, students, Elders and School Division partners.  Also 

submitted for consideration by the Board was information regarding: 

 Work underway by the School Division, staff and students to promote reconciliation; 

 New school naming practices that have been used for five of the School Division’s newest 

facilities; 

 The actions other jurisdictions have taken with respect to the naming or renaming of public 

buildings and schools; 

 The very positive experience the Balfour Collegiate community experienced with respect to the 

renaming and rebranding of its team name; and 

 Initiatives to simultaneously promote reconciliation recommendations and retain and expand 

historical education. 
 

CURRENT STATUS 
 

The decision of whether or not to change the Davin School name rests with the elected Trustees of the 

Regina Board of Education.  In compiling and analyzing the feedback from the survey and stakeholders, 

a number of ideas resonated with the school community and the greater public with respect to the issue.  

The Administration of Regina Public Schools recommends that all of these stakeholder-suggested ideas 

be implemented as time, funding and resources allow over the next several years. 
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The recommended actions to be taken follow: 

 A new plaque be made, detailing the history of the school name, the Truth and Reconciliation 

Commission recommendations and the actions taken by the School Division, and affixed in a 

place observable by students and the public. 

 A permanent document be created, outlining the history of the school, its name and actions taken 

by the School Division, and placed inside the school to be available as a resource to all students, 

staff and visitors. 

 Regardless of the naming decision, the Davin School name on the masonry of the building 

remain, as it is a historical element of the building.  Similarly, the plaque about Nicholas Flood 

Davin should be retained. 

 A permanent exhibit of artifacts of the Treaty 4 area and the Regina Industrial School be 

assembled and made available to all Regina Public Schools through the Alex Youck Museum. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

In consideration of the foregoing, the Administration of Regina Public Schools recommends the 

adoption of one of the following motions: 

 

Motion A: That the Davin School name be retained, and, as resources permit, the recommended 

actions related to creating lasting educational and historical legacies relative to the Davin School 

name and Industrial and Residential Schools be implemented. 

 

or 

 

Motion B: That, effective with the 2018-19 school year, the name of Davin School be changed to 

The Crescents School, reflective of the neighbourhood it serves; and, that, as resources permit, the 

recommended actions related to creating lasting educational and historical legacies relative to the 

Davin School name and Industrial and Residential Schools be implemented. 
 

PREPARED BY DATE ATTACHMENTS 

Terry Lazarou, Supervisor of Communications June 15, 2018  Yes      No 

 

 


